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It is Ordered by this Court, That 
Mr. Cok be defired to Print his 
Sermon lately preached before 
the Lord —_— and Aldermen 
at Bow-Chur ch, 


Wagſtaffe. 
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Imprimatur Concio has in Joh. 8. V.34. 
cum Epiſtola dedicatoria prafixa. : 

Gulielmus Jane Reverendo in Chriſto Pa= 
tri ar Domino D” Henrico, Epiſcopo 
Lond. 4 ſacrs Domeſticis, 


Mar. 25. 1676, 


"TO" TR Og 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Sr. Joſeph Sheldon 

Lord Mayor of LONDON, and the 
Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honorable, | 


F I could any days perſmade my ſelf that 
I the publiſhing of this Diſcourſe would 
bring in any the leaſt relief to the languiſhing 
ſtate of Religious Praftice,by raiſmg a greater 
od1um upon fin, or meting us to a more united 
refiftance againſt 1ts prevailing dominion ; 'my 
Chriſtian Principles would never ſuffer me 
to with=hold it from the publick : But ſince ſo 
many paeces of the like nature, far better con= 
triv'd for that purpoſe, have ſo rarely or im= 
perceptibly produc d ſuch happy effetts ; TI moſt 
humbly beg leave from your Honourable 
Court, to profeſs to the World, that I had 
much rather this Sermon had expir d (the fate 
of many better) within. the compaſs of that 
hour im which it was delivered, being never de= 
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- . The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
fend, and as little deſerving to be longer liv'd : 
But mithal, I muſt not forget to declare toy, 
that, as the order of Your Court; and (6 the 
approbation You have honoured-me with, may 
Pery warrantably juſtify and ſecure me in a 
greater adventure ; So, im particular, ny 
Lord, the great Favours I have received from 
Tour Lordſbip, and- Your moſt Generous and 
Honorable Family, may very reaſonably ob= 
lige me to @ chearful ſubmiſton: And although T 
cannot but look upon this as a very mean and 
mnconſuderable return of my acknowledgements, 
yet I bope it may at leaſt give ſome teſtimony 
how milling and ready I am, notmithſtanding 
my real and juſt reluttancy in this caſe, to ma= 


weſt my ſelf, 


Ri ght Honourable, 
Your moſt obliged and moſt 
humbly devoted Servant, 


JOHN COOK. 


Fry - 


Preached Decems. "19th, 1675, at 


BOW-CHURCH, &: 
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Ion. 8. Ver. 34. 
' Feſus anſwered them, Verily verily T ſay unto 
| you, whoſoever commtteth ſin, 1s the ſer= 
vant of fin 


=P HE Scribes and Phariſees, and in« 

'& deed all the proud Sons of Abra- 
ham at that time, and in that degene= _ 
rate eſtate, on all occaſions vauntin 

of their noble deſcent, their clear an 
free extraction, thought no captivity 
could ever infringe that entailed free= 
dom ; although they were then under 
the Rm beſides that more 
grievous one of their {ins : But like 


Stocks upon the wrack, or under 
B W_ 
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[2] 
the exquiſite torments of a diſeaſe, 
elteem'd no calamity or confinement, 
no external torment or flavery any 
abridgment of that high prerogative: 
Our Saviour therefore in this Chapter, 
and on ſeveral other occaſions endea- 
xors to polſleſs them with a better no- 
tion of that title of the free-born Sons 
of Abraham, that their honour could 
not deſcend when there was a faileur 
1m their virtue, and in.its true legitimate 
iſſue, their good works : Thar if. they 
were Abraham's children, they would 
then do the: works of Abraham; and 
likewiſe that * God was able out of ſtones 
to raiſe up children to him, 1, e. according 
to the right of Soveraigns, to confer 
that dignity and honour which they 
| by their dilloyalty had forfeited upon 
others of any quality or extraction 
whatſoever, who by their merits could 
make a better claim : Thus enlarging 
and reſtraining their freedom, and the 


right of their birth, according 10 the 


[3] 

different proportions of their g00d 
works, or their fins; and whatever they 
could plead for themſelves ſo long as 
they continued in the latter, they were 
not true ſons, but bor» of fornication, and 
held under the greateſt bondage ; 
becauſe he that committeth fin, whoſa= 
ever be be, whether Few or Gentile, bond or 
free, as toall other relations, is as to that 
the ſervant of ſin. The truth of which 
aſſertion in the fulleſt latitude, as alſo 
the means of extricating our ſelves out 
of this ſlavery, may be comprehended 
under theſe three general heads. 

x. Barely the propoſition it ſelf, how 
he that committeth fin, is the {ſervant 
of 1in. 

2. To extend the ſlavery further 
than what is properly called the com=- 
nuſlion of fin, but rather is the omiffon 
of a duty ; how he that any ways com- 

lieth with anothers f1n, is likewiſe f1g- 
nally the ſervant, it not of his own, yet 
of that others fin; which compliance 
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[4] 
is to be underſtood two ways, either 
poſitively, when out of a {laviſh con= 
formity we go ſome thare with others 
in the actual commirlion of fin ; or ne- 
oatively, when out of a like {laviſh fear 
we do not reprove and reprehend the 
fins of others, as 1s univerſally the du- 
ty of all men. 

3. The nature of Chriſtian freedom; 
and by what means we are to diſengage 
our ſelves from the bondage of fin. 

x. He that committeth fin, is the ſer- 
vant of ſin. And of this ſervitude we 
are the more inſenfible, becauſe we ne= 
ver experienc'd a freedom, being born 
in fin, and ſo conſequently in flavery, 
[ «9:99 | ſervants by nature, our native 
corruption gendring unto bond:ge; and 
{till as we grow up in years, when all 
other ſlaves in length of time may ex- 
pect a manumuithon, the number of our 
taskmalſters is encreaſed, and our luſts 
become the more froward and impe- 
rious, and require more diligent and. 
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conſtant obſervance ; ſo ſevere and ty= 
rannical in their injunctions, that to 
pleaſe or court them, is,with the Pazri- 
arch towards his. humorſome and un- 
reaſonable * Father=in-law, to double .,...,: 
the time of our bondage : No obedi-*” 
ence or conformity can oblige them to 
a ſuſpence of their penalties, till at laſt 
they are grown up.into a body of fin; 
even into conſtitution and complexion; 
and then to diſobey mult be thought 
an-offence to nature : They are form'd 
into 2 lan warring againſt the law of our 7+ 
minds, and. bringing us into captivity to the Trxpreeart 
law of fin which 1s m our members ; and er. 
when thus its uſurpation by continu= 
ance is grown into .a right, it becomes 
a ſeemingly legal tyranny, makes us do 
that which we allow not, and to negleft that 
which me would do,according to the Apoſtles 
ſenfible complaint of its prevailing op- 
preflion : It abrogates the law of God 
which was written inour minds, diſ- 
guiſes the objects of good and evil, and 

| makes. _ 


[5] 
makes the latter by the enſlaving pre- 
valence of uſe and cultome become the 
moſt eligible : Our wills and effeCtions 
eaſily fall in with this conquering pow- 
er ; but what compleats and makes up 
our entire vaſlalage ; our reaſon and 
judgment, the only mighty powers, on 
our parts, that are molt able to refiſt 
the enemy, and maintain our own 
rights, are brought to accept the con-. 
ditions of a baſe ſubmuſſion, are cor- 
rupted and carried away by every 
petty prejudice; and at laſt our very 
conſcience (the only friend left to God 
and __ that ſhould check,mode- 
rate, and {uperintend all our faculties, 
is blinded, or brib'd to a connivance. 

Satan too (beſides theſe powerful e- 
nemies within our own borders, even 
in our own boſoms) comes in for hom- 
age,and though the kingdom of dark- 
neſsinits magnificent pomp and ſplen- 
dour he cannot keep us as of old ; 


though our God and blefled Saviour 
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9] 
has excluded his power out of many - - 
Dominions, and reafſum'd the exerciſe 
of it to himſelf, (which was his own. 
from the beginning of the World, by 
the right of Creation; ) yet ſtill this 
mighty Prince of Darkneſs, upon his 
former uſurpation, pretends and en= 
deavors to ſuper-induce a Papal Su- 
ponmacy ; which, by his ſubtil Agents, 
1e vigorouſly carries on with all man=- 
ner of tyranny and oppreſſion.. 

All the ſevere effects of an enſlaving: 
and domineering power are {till vifible- 
among us; helaysa tax and impoſiti=-- 
On - every {in ; yet not only en-- 
creaſes his treaſure, cd fo advances. 
his intereſt and power,) but alſo the: 
number of his loyal ſubjects ; and be- 
yond the ſucceſs of all other Tyrants, 
15 not by theſe cruelties fear d and ha- 
ted, but feard and adord ; and his: 
commands faithfully obſerv'd, though 
he himſelf puniſhes the obedient in the 
very act of their ſubmiſſion ; N oy; ſo. 
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[8] 
fortunate is his uſurpation,that though 
he has annext a capital puniſhment ro 
the. performance of ſome of his 
commands, and perpetual impriſon- 
ment to others, z. -. often-times an 
immediate death the conſequence of 
ſome, or a lingring,but tormenting dif- 
eaſe and indiipohition,the conſequence 
of moſt debaucheries; yet he wants 
not a conſtant ſucceſſion of Proſelytes 
and Martyrs, wao are ſo devoted to 
his ſervice, that they voluntarily come 
In, and bind themſelves with cords, as ſacrifices 
unto the horns of his Altars ; or like that 
imprudent $S ampſon, {ufter themſelves to 
be fool'd into bondage by every wan- 
ton luſt, 

I fay, though ſince the coming of 
Chriſt, the Church and worſhip of Sa- 
tan be not ſo vitible and pompous, and 
1o our ſubjection and {ſlavery in this 
caſe not 1ſo perceptible ; yet humane 
ſacrifices never fell more irequently in 
his Temples, than now in his more pri- 
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vate Conventicles ; the infamous hou= 
ſes of debaucery,as well thoſe of the li- 
centious intemperate, as the laſcivi- 
. ous wanton. Thoſe ancient Pagan Zea- 
lots ghat would uſually offer up their 
lives, but more commonly cut and 
ſlaſh their bodies, to fignalize them= 
{elves in his lervice, could not give a 
better teſtimony of their devotion and. 
entire vaflalage, than they that now 
_ every day hazard their livesupon the 
like deſperate duty, or venture the loſs 
of the beſt ornament in their faces ; a 
more fignal mark indeed for ſuch 
ſlaves, than the boring of-therr ears, the 
Levitical token of perpetual bon= 
dage. 
If we trace every fin in all its ſevere 
injunctions and imperious dictates, we 
ſhall eaſily diſcover, that no inſulting 
power could ever be ſo inſupportable, 
that none but the Fool that haſtneth to the © 
corre#tin of the ſtocks, would ever engage 
himſelf in the ſeaview of fin, And to. 


| [10] 
inſtance but in ſome of our grievan- 
- CES-3 y.- = SY E | 
 __ Who is he that hath a mind to be 

free, that would dance attendanceup- 
on all the ſuggeſtions of malice? ,gyhich 
in its own black thoughts creates, 


and. 
raiſes enenues; and then {tands Centi- - 
nel in all the avenues of ſpleen andire- 
 venge, to conquer them; wracks the 
 manwith jealouſigand ſurmiles, to take 
every one for an enemy, and diſtruſt 
every action for a cheat and impoſiti- 
on; puts him upon all the baſe and 
ungenerous employments, to ſatisfy 
an unreaſonable and impatient jealou- 
{y ; ſends him as a ſpy into every dark 
corner, to diſcoyer that which only 
dwells in his own imaginations. When 
the virtues of his ſuppoſed enemy ſhall 
caſt him down, and make him milſe- 
rable, or put him upon all the flavith 
diſquietudes of hatred and detraction: 
When his good fortunes, though viſi- 


bly proceeding from the over-ruling 
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providence of God, {hall ſo aMict and: 
torment him, as to make him unthank= 
ful to the ſame providence for his own. 
Nay ſo deſperate is the {tate of his 
ſlavery, that a reconciliation with him- 
ſelf, or indeed the whole World under 
the dominion of this fin is impoſſible 
when after all, the calamitous fall of 
his enemy, cannot crown him with ſo 
- much conquelt as to give his malice 
the leaſt reſpite, or himſelf the ſhorteſt 
Intervals of content and fatisfaction ; 
but he mult be {tall (until his: jealoufte 
has found out new enemies to exerciſe 
it ſelf upon) as ſolicirous to keep the 
world from pitying his condition, and 
muſt maintain the juſtice of his fall 
with the ſame diſquietude he ever 
with'd or procurd it. P 
And at laſt perhaps all this while he 
has been bur fighting with his own diſ- 
- mal Ghoſt, and has had no other enc- 
my than his own temper, thus impoſing 
upon himſelf Egyptian Bondage, to la- | 


__ Dour; 
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bour and turmoil without materials to 
work upon. ET: 
- Ambitious Pride, an uſual concomi- 
tant with this fin, 1s altogether as hard a 
Maſter, and raiſes as many diſtracting 
| troubles and {orrows even in its aſcen- 
ding, and at its height;as it ever can-do 
in its fall and degradation: For can we 
imagin any flavery more preſling and 
burdenſome, than that moſt difficult 
task and obligation that is conſtantly 
incumbent upon the man of reputa- 
tion, of cheriſhing and keeping up his 
_eſteemand intereſt (fo apt to fail and 
Janguiſh) in the breſts of ſeveral: di- 
{tinct and humorſome parties : Or, on 
the other hand, can we 1maginany fear 
more lervile and vexatious, than that 
which daily and unavoidably muſt op- 
preſs his ſpirits;teſt ſome unfortunate or 
1mprudent, though perhaps really not 
evil circumſtance of his lite ; nay leaſt 
{ome conſcientious or really good,but 
only 1mpolitick or ill-tim'd action may 
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unhappily daſh in pieces all that repu+- 
tation he has been /ong, laborious, and 
{inful in the raifing : So that the whole 
_ manlives but in perpetual vaſlalage to- 
his own ambition, or after the manner: 
of a Roman triumph, 1s Carried but as a: 
captive only in the ſame #r14mphal Cha=- 
710t with his. own inſulting honour. 
Who would be bound to fqgllaw the- 
worldling through the whole drudge- 
ry of his lite,that hates fetters or.a dun- 
geon> Who is ſo faſt hamper'd in the. 
affairs of the World, that though eve= - 
ry day his. deſigns and ends are plenti- 
fully atchiev'd, yet will not. be at the- 
charge to purchaſe his own. freedom, 
or.enjoy the product and indeed the 
Proper end of his own ſolicitous cares; - 
perfectly ſold under fin, not an hird 
{ervant, but left wholly to the. mercy 
of his. moſt cruel Avarice ; ſo hard=- 
hearted, and tyrannical. to his own. 
wearied and tired luſts; that he will not- 
1o much as permit them the leaſt en> 
_—_ - Joyment- 
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joyment of that in the purchaſe of 
which they have ſhent and waſted 
themſelves, but unreaſonably denies 
them the wages of their own fin ; 1o that 
all manner of ſucceſs in the- compa(\- 
fing of his defigns is ſo far from put- 
ting an end to his ſlavery, that it is ra- 
ther but an earneſt and. contract to 
bind em over to further bondage, 
and greater hard{hip : And theſe ne- 
ceſlary effects of ſervitude we cannot 
imagin ſhould ever fail to attend one 
that is in a conſtant and uneaſy purſuit 
of gain, a toilſome and vexatious tra- 
vel, but never fully, z. 2. to his own con- 
tent or ſatisfaction, 'to. the fixing and 
quieting of his defires, accomplithes 
his deſigns, or arrives at the end of his 

- Journey. 
But if the ſlavery be ſo great under 
the dominion of one fingle fin, what 
will become of the poor mortal that 
has engag'd himſelf in allegiance to 
more, and to thoſe too that run coun- 
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ter in their commands : How miſerably 


mult he be hal'd and dragg'd between 


different tormenters, oquany devoted 
to each in all manner o 


any competition, _ 
Avarice often-times gets the firſt 


ofleflion of the man, and thence chal- - 

enges the ſupreme right, and requires 
that all things ſhould be ſubſervient to. 
its deſigns : But then his ambition, and 
the vain eſteem of the world, to | nm; 4 


fy ſome haughty humour, or vin 


fence to the former, he thinks himſelf 
equally bound to appear ſometimes, 


and in ſome things, as vainly profuſe, 
licentious and prodigal ; as at other _ 
times, and in other things, covetous - 
and ſordid. Nay further yet, in op- - 

poſition to both, . (as eaſy — L 
oy - ___WA: 


love and affe= 
ction, but each rigorouſly requiring 
entire vaſlalage, and hardly admitting 


| ICate 
4 poor, but loſt reputation, has ſo pre- - 
vailing a power,that in compliance with 
theſe, though not without: great of- - 


A 
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will furniſh us with inſtances,) if ſome 


extravagant but imperious luſt,though 


never ſo chargable or inglorious, ſhall 


but raign in his mortal body, neither 
His honour nor his purſe ihall ever be 
able to intercept or retard his ready 
ſubmiſhon,and moſt impetuous obedi- 
ence. <4 

'Thus, though God and Mammon can= 
not be ſerv'd, yet ſo tractible and of- 


 ficious is man to all manner of fin, that 


he can eaſily temporize with two oppo- 
lite vices, and oft with a third; or with 
more,as irrecdbncilable to both : A ſign, 
that though ſome fins for a while ſu{- 
 pend the execution of their power, it 
15 but to give way to greater tyranny. 
And though this great and mighty 


Kingdom of Darkneſs be divided in- 
to the leſſer principalities and powers 
of the air, that thus claſh and run 
counter in their commands, (which one 
would think ſhould weaken or deſtroy 


_ their authority and ſtrength,) yet THI 
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Aourithes, and grows greater by diviſi- 
ons, becauſe they peacably combine, 
notwithſtanding. their oppofitions to 
enflave the» man, and only admithim 

the variety: of different tortures. 

.- But: not only in theſe greater evils, 
but-alfo in thoſe. of lefler: note is this 
rigour and: ſeyerify caltly. viſible : Nay, 
what..is moſt {trange, our 'captivity 1s 
the greater-too .under,ithe dominion 
of: leſter fins, as common: -obſervation 

-will ſoon infotm:; us how that. thoſe 
more heinous villames ;'- thoſe crying 

S fins ſuch as niutder; tregfon; parricide, 
rapine, finsagainlt nature, and the like, 

. do not only njore rarely: occur in: the 
common practice | of, -mankind , but 
likewiſe all temptation,.;:and our own 
propenſity toſuch is/leſs powerfull and 
preſſing, and therefore hence our fla- 

| very leſs to. be feard;or more eaſily 
-prevented : whereas thoſe more ordi- 
nary ins, of a lower rank, ( ſuch as 
more..uſually grow into habit and _ 
-ex D cultome)} 
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IR he? anc 
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cuftome) aswandering thoughts; inot- 


dinate defires, idle words, 'intempe- 
rate anger and:delire of revenge; m- 


moderate loveof the world,” vain=tlo- 


ry,and thelike are fuch as cat turn arid 
wind. us every' way, and lead: captive 
filly mortals” ito'all manner of 1ervi- 
tiide.: - Every: petty" tuft will: be-hu- 
monrd.and expettsattendance, and to- 
live inſubjection tothe. Iefs, is but the 
Wweaner Aavery ii Nor:does. any qua=- 


| Hey; ! relation circumftances whatfo- 


ever exempt theafender; but all are e- 


qually Tubjedts;.fa 2whoſorver. commurteth 
ſor45 the ſervant isf- fm,” eartmot be excusd 
from: the deudgery and fervile offices, 
but muſt. fubmir- tots: rigorous and. 
molt: impartiatiaifcipline.” But: -be- 
cauſe- the favery: extendeth, further 


than theaCEtual-owitt or direct. commit 


 fion of fin; and'is often extorted by an 


* 


-external power 3. z. by anothers fin, we 
areto conſider under the: Fo 
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24, Propofition, how, that he that 
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any way complieth with anothers fin, 
is likewiſe fignally the ſervant: of fin: 


And that, whether poſitively, in bear- 
ing ſome'part with others jn the comes 


million of fin ; or negatively, by neg= 
lefting the indiſpenhible duty of re- 


F . 


prehenſion. - 


Compliance. with. other; mens. fins, | 


(ufually grounded upon a-pretended 
civility, or a flavilh awe to theperſon.or 
party offenging;) as we thus eaſtinguil 

it-from actual commiſſion,, muſt mof 


ciences and:principles we are tq fupr 
<Qtifed: and 


properly belong. to thoſe whoſe .con- 


poſe io far ſufficiently. re 


ſound, as 'to.influence them with an 


abhorrence and. deteſtation of -the 


ſame vices, as. to their own; peculiar 
practice ; . but yet are ſo cold and un- 
concern in the general cauſe of God, 


as not at all to move with any, zeal in 


its promotion, but only within the nar- 
row circle of their own actions ; and 
1o they are not ſolicitous that God. is 
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- diſh6noured or provok'd, ſo long. as 
the guilt lies not directly at their own 
doors; nor fo charitable to their neigh-=. 
bours, as with any trouble to endeavor 
the prevention of their damnation, fo 
long as they can poſhbly hope it will 
not include their own. A fort of {er- 
vile and {elfth Religion, meaner than 
the flavery of fin it ſelf; for if he that 
committeth fin be the fervant of fin, 
then he that-complieth- with ſuch: of= 
Fenders, can'be but the ſervant of ſer-. 
vants, ir a much. Tower ſtation: And 
ya thists moſtdirectly ſervitude, 
not fpuratively, butrather mote{trift- 
ly and: properly ſo- than the former, 
when'a man ſhallbe afraid, by'-a mode- 
rate 'and. friendly check: or- reproof, 
even to ſeem to diſcountenance that 
in another; which he hates in himſelf. 
© Butfince then the honour of God be 
the* greateſt end, or as great as any of 
our Religion, and after that our own 
peculiar everlaſting intereſt of falva- 
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falvation ; then that God be honourd 
by others as well asby our ſelves, ought 


{o far to.be equally our concern ; be- 
cauſe that honour weare tender of, and. 


is the chief obje&tof our religiousfear, 


Jos by. 


we muſt neceſfarily be as careful that- 


athers do not derogate from it; for any, 
violation of it whatſoever, nut be our. 
trouble and grievance from whomſo- 


ever it proceedeth ; otherwiſe we can=-- 


not be ſuppoſed to have any real ho-- 
nour or reverence for him our ſelves... 
For if that: man, that can-filently and” 
without concern ſuffer the reputation 
of: his: friend, by all' manner of. ſcan=- 
dalous detraction, to be unworthily - 
bore down. and trampled: upon, be + 
juity accounted asfar diſtant from re- - 


al friendſhip as the reviler himſelf; a 
far more baſe and. ungenerous hypo- 


crite muſt he be; and: more. odious in. 
the fight of God, that, though he dares 
not himſelf, yet can patiently hear ano- 
ther blaſpheme that Majefty, which he 
— | pretends. 


* 
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pretends to adore. If, agen on the 


i cor. 10. Other fide, charity to our* neighbours, 


but more eminently in matters of their 
-eternal welfare, be an indifpenfible du- 
ty ; then nothing that might any way 
ſecure the honour of God, prevent 
their fin, or re{train them in the cons 
miſſion, can without an equal guilt, as 


to theſe conſiderations, be omitted. 


And now, becauſe a prudent reprehen- 
fion and reproof of fin abetted by a 
religious practice, is moſt univerfally 


within the power of thoſe we have al- 


ready ſuppoſed to be ab{temious from 
ſuch vices themſelves : It is then a ne= 
ceſlary duty, not confin'd to thoſe of 
the Mimiſterial Function , who muſt 
needs want the frequent and requiſite 
opportunities, but indiſpenfibly in- 
cumbent upon all men, and upon all 
occaſions and emergencies of evil, as 


well in common converſe and compa- 
nies, and among equals, as toward ſu- 
_ periors and inferiors, thus far with pru- 


fag] ' 
dence * and a due modera= * For S:.chnyiften oferver; Jond- 
<a. 8 | US > Tp inndey dnaipbeudoa brave 
tion, in the behalf of God's zuaiis erin; Tr, 
honour, and in order tO. Gita, mien ooturnee. 
the reformation of ſuch I} 
offenders, to declare bY a2 ſevere: 

e 


| « Dum non- 
reprehenfion, orſome other friend: ug 


ly way, their diſlike of all irreligi= 
ous principles,, expreſſions and pra- 
Etices whatſoever. 'The omiſſion. of - 
which duty can be no leſs than a- 
compliance, and tf fo, then a flayery 
little leſs than ſubjection.to the ſame. 
fins: For no mans conſcience that!is 10+ 
well guided as ſeverely to reflect upon: 
bis own vices, but would likewiſe upon: 
all the ſame religious motives, that are - 
-nor purely ſelith reprehend anothers;. 
ere itnot awd 'and cramp'd by ſfome- 
Flavith fears, and os. I? Fa. 
.. Eaſy obſervation: will make good,. 
| dt chienogledt of this. duty hath cau-- 
{ed the greateſt degeneracy in. Chrifti=.- 
_anity, and madeReligionefteemed the» _ 
moſt. inconfiderable:part:and end.of 


[2x] 
:our life: 'That general remiſneſs there 
viſibly is in piety, is chiefly or wholly 
To be attributed to this ſort of laviſh 
.compliance, which even conſcientious 
men are too apt to admit of, in rela 
tion to other mens vices, by which they 
receive a current {tamp and approba- 
tion, whilſt a prudent reproof would 
certainly work a ſhame, if not a con- 
viction 1n the ſinner. And this is uſu- 
ally warranted upon the pretended ci- | 
vility of the age, and freedom of con- 
verſation, which allows every man an 
uncontrollable priviledg of living his 
_.own life, and then it muſt be no leſs 
than rudeneſs and impertinence to in- 
troduce any reli _ cautions: Indif- 
| ferency here makes the beft company, 
and any reluctant diſlike of fin ſpoils 
and di{turbs it, -and'ſ{o Chriſt himſelf 
mult now be excluded as an.unfit com=- 
panion for Pudlicans, and ſmners; all con- 
_ <cern for his honour muſt out of civi- 
_ lity be diſclaim'd even by his own fol- 


loawere 
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towers, becauſe -79: the Jew he 1s a flum= | 
bling block,and to the * Gentile fookſbneſs. As "Greek Phi 
the —— and gifts of * © 
his Holy Spirit, the 'only characters 

he has left to dignife - his followers 
above the rank of honeſt heathens, are 
already brought down to the level of 
moral virtues, ſo thoſe> Goſpel duties, 
thoſe ſevereinjunctions'of zealous, un 
feigned and  inceſlant piety (fuch as 
the fears of death it ſelf could never ' 
yet diſpence with:) matt'be .teſtrain'd 
and limited by the rules of a pretendly 
civil, z. e.a licentious converſation :and 
as agairr they would have him wait for 
a civill ſanction to procure: his ad- 
muttance in a Kindom, and to give au 
thority to his laws, and likewiſe ſub- 
mit tothe ſame power as oft as it {hall 
command his -departure and banith- 
ment, or repeal thoſe obligations: So 
in theſe lower Societiesof men; muſt 
he ſtand. to the famelaws, nay, often= 
times more rigorouſly dealt with : he 
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muſt have the concurring votes of 
_ the whole company, before he can 
be admitted as a ſeafonable fubject 
of diſcourtfe, -or his honour: thought 
to: deſerve their concern, no one muſt 
be diſpleasd or diſoblig'd at his ad- 
'"miffion, every debaucht'miſcreant has 
bis negative voice, and fo throws him 
.out; and aws the reſt with his furious 
and. boiſterous : vices; thus far has this 
-endeceting and obliging humour 
prevail d, that men.are affraid toſtand 
-upinthe cauſeof God,leaſt they ſhould 
atfront his enenwes, but muſt live in 
-conſtant rebelhon to their own conſci- 
ences on. the petty obligations of c:9:= 
bty and manners falſely fo call d, where- 
 asaccording to the rules of good man- 
ners,that is certamly the higheſt rude- 
neſs ro dare to appear irreligious itt 
the ſtght of them, that have by a ſo- 
mn and facred vow ingag'd them- 
felves in contrary profeſlion: 


The Atheiſt indeed has been more 


[ 244-1 
frequently hift out of company. as an 
uniſociable creature for ſuch noMe ra- 
tional beings, and therefore not ſo 
much perhaps for his irreligious prin- 
'  Ciples, as; his oppoſitions to reaſon in 
whichevery pretender to di{courle,that 
hemay beaccounted rational (the new 
faſhion pride of ourage) thinks him- 
ſelf in honour concernd to appear in 
is vindication, though it be tooin the 
. defence of God. himfelf : Why the 
practical Atheiſt, or that fool that cer= 
tainly [aps in his beart there 15 no God, draw= 
ing up the fame concluſion in his. diſ= 
ſolute converſation, ſhould find akin= 
der reception, is wholly tobe imputed 
to the {laviſh cowardice of ſuch com=- 
plying Chriſtians, who evidently de- 
clare themſelves a iham'd to confeſs 
. Chriſt before men, and thoſe too that 

are thevileſt and moſt inconfider- 
. What ismore common then a thun- | 

deringthower of oaths and blaſphemies, 
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__ 
open and impudent profeſſion of irre= 
ligion® yain-glorious boaſt of all man- 
ner of impieties vented with pleaſure: 
and triumph ; which may perhapsſtar- 
tle and amaze thoſe that profeſs a de- 
teſtation of them, but-yet withal ſhall 
ſilence them, and ftop their mouths, 
_ notable to rouze their zeal, or extort 
4 word in the defence of the Divine: 
Majeſty of- Heaven thus inſulted over 
by the works of his own hands? but we - 
muſt: know that in civil matters to be 
\ conſcious tO, to conceal, or not to declare 
apain(t treaſonable practices, includes 
ant equat guilt, and-is obnoxious to'the 
fame puniſhment with the actual of- 
fefice ; and furely-in- our cafe too, he 
that does-not” reprehend, 'islirtle leſs 
than. a' cringing afliſtant to- anothers 
gepancheries: / 705 ONS oye, 
- Every ungodly and blafphemous 
wretch then, whilſt he dare venture to 
- appear 10 before us, puts us upon the : 
' teſt, Charges us upon the- Articles of 


T 29] 
our Creed, does in effe&t ask us the 
ueſtion what we dare do, or ſay, -for 
: 9 and Saviour that he dare thus 
blaſpheme : And many blefled Mar-- 
tyrs loſt their lives upon leſs provoca-- 
tion. to ſtand up and appear in his 


' cauſe, than-what1s daily given: to Chri- 


{tians even in commoni converſe. inthe. 
World ; and who run no greates a ha- 
zard than the preſent diſpleaſure of a 
petulant finner, and perhaps after pur- 
chaſe his reverence : Thoſe that de= 
livered up their ſacred Books to the 


flames, or {tarted' back in the times. of 


perſecution, had ſome - principles of 


nature to extenuate their compliance; 


(chough Chriſtian. motives ought to 


| have been far more preyalent;) but for 
a Chriſtian now to diflemble his profeſ- 


fion; to ſhrink: under the impieties of | 


his own companion, and: ſuffer the 
whole Chriſtian cauje-to-be trampled 


upon without the leaſt. reproof or ap- 
pearance of dilike,; is a, cowardice 10 
_ | - __oreat-- 
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_ 
great and flavith, thatargues him ready 
to ſubmit his Religion not only to any 
-prevailing power, but throw it under 
the feet of every domineering ſinner, 
-who alas is himſelf but the ſervant of 
his own vices: Thus that faint-hearted 
Diſciple St. Peter was out-dar'd, and 
-even frighted out of his profeſſion, not 
by the more potent and furious perſe- 
_ cuters of his Maſter, for againſt them 
he ſtoutly rep h:s Sword, but afterwards 
by one of the meaneſt flaves and ſer- 

_ yants about them. _ 
But to extend further yet both the 
guilt and ſlavery of this fin, let us con= 
ſider how from the ſame ſpirit of bondage 
mclining us to fear, men are apt ſometimes 
to deſcend to meaner fervitude, and 
deeper guilt, and beyond a bare com- 
pliance with other fins, to goa ſharein 
the commuſhon themſelves ; . to ſup- 
preſs their own virtues, ſ{trangle the 
ſuggeſtions of a good conſcience, and 
{tifle all their good inclinations, leaſt 
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they might be offenſive and diſtaſtful: 
to thoſe whoſe-ſervants they are: To- 
commute the performance of what 
they are fully convinc'd, is moſt virtu- - 
ous, honeſt, and their direct duty. For. 
that which is popular, yai oo 
and ſometimes 1impious,and all in com- 
placence perhaps to a party, a faction, . 
and. ſometimes in obedience to the. 
 murmurs of the common nwltitude, 

_ the Rabble, that petty Jury that too of= 
ten checks and limits Juftice. 'Thus - 
Herod to be civil tothe company, nt on= - 
ly for his Oaths fake, but for the ſake of them "14 
too that ſate with him at meat, (as the Text 
 phrafesit) commanded no leſs than the - 
- head of Fobn the Baptiſito be cut pf,and-- 
delivered up to his wanton :Pet:troner, © 
though before he had highly approvd, 
and was even delighted with his Dodtrine wr. 6-2 
and converſation: And thus agen Pox- 
tus. Pilate, in direct, oppoſition to his. 
reaſon and conſcience, beſfides other 
{tarthng intimations, But in, compliance ma.s; 


< 
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with the curſed rout was frighted into 
the permiſſion of themoſt execrable 
villany, and rather than-endure their 
.clamors (a mean ſuffering in the cauſe 
of Chriſt) delivered up the Lord of 
Life to be made a ſacrifice; not to ap- 
- peaſe thewrath of God for his ſins, but 
 thatof the multitude which he more 
ceded: of 4 164 Ja 
And thus the Forerunner, thus the Au- 
thor and-jiniſber of our:Salvation, the high- 
eſt patterns of innocence that ever ap- 
- pear d among mankind, and efteem'd 
no leſs even by their own' Judges, were 
Hurried out of the World, in order to 
the Redemption of which they. were 
purpgſely ſent, and all in complacence - 
_and complimement to a curſed com- 
pany, and a furious mnltitude: And. 
thus they ſtand as fignal inſtances of 
the unparallelld miſchiefs of this fla- 
 -viſh compliance, which fince deals:no 
-bettter with Chriſtianity it ſelt, when 
_ ever it is untractable and reluctant-t0 
, + 
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the-popular deſrghs of civility and ob- 

ligation, or to the. keeping up of a pet- 
v intereſtand nam in the World. 


-: Such are the advantages of vice,that 


ivhas not only;:thoſe powerſul  Advo- 
eates, the Fleth, the World, an&:the De=- 


mtereſt, but the patronage and prote- 
Etion-too of all thoſe Devoto's that 
haveonce engag'd themielvesin its fer- 
men): N98 100199; 231955 

:iForfm,where-everiitraigns, aflumes 
all the power,” priviledges, and prero= 


_ eatives:of the mandtpoticfles; an&with 


 agprevailingcinflucnce;iand as! great 
authority;puts them inexecution over 
all below; hint: 2Allthis retainers are-its 
ſervicable iftendiiors,vand as:mhany:as 


— twhis perſanj'payarleaſta - 


paſſive: obedience to;his venerable? vi- 
ees;>nay; further rathefi than; be! dif 
catdedrfrom his - favour; i will ywens 


ture: with that obliging Syrian Copriter, » King 3: 


but! untound- Profelyte , to. make 
n= why 
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 tflito'folicit and carry on its cauſe and 
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their obeiſance to their Maſters Idol. 
Let us then arm our ſelves againſt 

this powerful enemy of our ſouls, firſt 


| ſuppreſs him within our own bofoms, 


and then lay fiege againſt him, in what- 
ſoever hab:tations and ſtronger. holds of 

reatneſs or honour” he has fortified 
k Fin elf : No mans priviledges can ſet 
" up a legal Sanfuary for fin, no mans aCti- 
ons exempted from the juriſdiction of 
a prudent reproof: Some -perſons in- 
deed, as well -as to all liberty-in their 
morals, as to the uncontrollable exer- 
ciſe of their authority, are fix'd be- 
yond the limits of all humane-coer- 
cive-power, but none were ever yet 
look'd upon as ſeated beyond the 
reach of a futable, welktim'd, and care- 
ful reprehenfions: Suppoſe the finner 
be great and honourable, it is then our 
ſecular intereft and concern, as well as 
. our Chriſtian duty,” to endeavour hs 
reformation ; fince God's judgments, 


the never-failing conſequents of ſuch 


Fas] * W 
mens fins, ſeldom fall down upon the 


head of the offender alone, but are 


uſually dilated as far as the influence 


of his power, and ſo the approbation 
of his fin did reach before: Such is the 
power of ſinners, not only to enflave 
and awe us, but to make us miſerable, 


even the objects of Divine VE 
_.if we look not to our ſelves, and vindi- 


cate our own rights: We are then to 
look upon them as our worlt enemies, 


as plotters and contrivers of publick 


_ Tuine, nay little leſs than Rebels againſt 


the State "H at leait Sore 4 conſtr | 


ive treaſon, 1. e, of ſuch enormities 
that commonly undermine and ruine 
a whole Kingdom : For being always 
either great in number or power, the 
juſtice of God does uſually ſo far bear 


a proportion, as to cauſe his judg-. 


ments likewiſe to be great and ſignal ; 
but yet his juſtice being infinite too, 
wil not be {o confin'd as to {ingle out 
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the offenders alone, but for their fins - 
eXCcutes 
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_ executes vengance' upon whole Nati- 


. _ ons. Cities, Families, or any Societies 


_ conhilting of innocent as'welbas offen- 
ding Members : And one of the great= 
eſt Salvo's for this particular and feem- 
ingly wregular inſtarices of DivinePro- 
dence propoſed by S. Aug. de Civ. Derup= 
onthat queſtion,}by,m common calamities, 
the good do benr apart as wellas the eoid;as; be= 
eauſe good men,by negletting to reprove the errors 
of therr off ending brethren,do by that filence and 
commmpance,'m- ſome ſort, comply with their, ſons, 
transfer a part of the guilt to themſelves, anil 
> conſequently an obligation to the ſame Puniſh= 
ment. It was an extraordinary and mi=- 
raculous favour that Lot and his'Fami- 
ly were handed out of Sodom by the 
conduct of Anzels; and no doubt too 
but both he and 4br4aham had by repre- 
. henfion, and all other poſhble means, 
endeavoured to reduce thoſe. ſons of Br= 
alto the knowledg of God, and there- 
fore weredeſervedly exempted: But in 
the ordinary diſpenſations of provi- 
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dence: we find! by! -woefub : experi- 
ence,that the righteous are-without di- 
ſtinction-involvd: in:generalipunith- 
ments with the wicked protokersthem- 
felves,and reaſonable.enough tor fuch 


baſe. .compliance.; Nay; : further. yet - 
how far: our eternal 'anterelt may be. 
concern'd, will-be too great a pretum-- 
ption, : not ſerioufly to, conſider /: for: 


though every man; muſt,>{thad and 


fall to his own. conlcetence;'and no ex- 


cuſe ſhall -exempthim from judgment,. 


yet another -mayyſo.far be: concern'd, 
if not to alleviate the'finners-guilt; yet 
to enhance his own: for it 15 the high- 


eſt charity (-and: that duty, the ſum:of 


Chriſtianity) to endeavour-by all poſ- 
ible: means the: Redemption. of - oygr 
captive brethren , and: what, though 
they ſeem reluctant and troward, yet 
we muſtnot deſiſt : it is not-the man: 
bur the fin within him that refuſes: 
our aſliſtance-; Thoſe that were poſ-. 
feſt. with Devils gave our Saviour but- 


hard _ 


"ali _ 
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| Hard language whilſt he defign'd their 
_ deliverance and cure, but when they 


were diſpoffeſt and rid of ſuch trou- 
bleſome and unruly inhabitants, they 
preſently adord him : Though the 
ſcorner hateth reproof, yet he hath a con= 


-.  ſrience within him that fideth” and ta- 


keth part with the reprover: And who 
is that man that dare look him in the 


face with contempt or diſhonour, that 


lays his boſom fins open before him ? 
We are to look upon finners as diſtem=- 
per'd perſons, decay'd or prejudic'd in 


_ theirunderſtandings, and ſo, inſenfible 
_ of their condition: They are full of 
ſores and wounds, and ſo dread to be 


rouch'd or ſearch'd ; but though they 
do not invite, yet their miſery com- 
mands our charity, and to diſregard 
them, will be but fuch another kind= 
neſs that the Prieſt and Levite in the Goſ= 


 _  pelſhewed to theirdiſtrefied Country- 
. 10.30. NAN that fell among thieves, wounded, ſtrip d, 
and left balf-dead, they even paſt him by, 


' | ſperateyounds. 


\[ 39] 5 
as- loath- perhaps to meddle. in ſuck 
dangerous caſes,: to diſturb his groans 


and puthim to more pain, which could 


« 


not be ayoided in the cure of ſuch de> 


This j$the Dofrine and prafttce of Chriſt 
end his Apſeiles, the greateſt examples of 
meeknels and felf<denial, and who pa- 
tiently ſuffer d under all other enemigs 
but fin and Satan: And this office they 
manifeſtly. exercisd; not only bythe 
right of; their Miniſterial Funitton, and: fo 
confin'd it to the places and times more 
eſpecially ſet apart for the jinftruction 
. the people, and the reprehenfion of 
fig; but likewiſe in their common.and 
arcidental converſeand abodeamong(ſt 
men: They conſulted not their intereſt 
6f-quiet, when. they. met with finners, 
nor-did they fear their hatred or re- 
venge,madeitnot only their buſinefs to 
enquire into thefins of the age,and the 
peculiar ones of every Nation they had 


accahons 
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00 do with; but as conſtantly upon att 


eraſiins ith nov Eel rebukeany 
irregular prificiples ' politions,-or.pra= 
Aices they could: obſerve in fifngle of- 
 fonders}; with 'Eotthoe and{fifidcence 
_ they ran amongſt the guilty; 'antt our 
| Lord himſelf dealt no gentler with the 
greatandiniphty- figners the Sd#vberand | 
Phariſees, acoft as they: came/in!hisway; 
tharowitherhe Us und [ellets rh46" pro- 
fun'ih the Ti enple; but with /arp*ibal!-that 
is/the rightral Ungaage of eal-and a; 
a: conſcience" hid: oper te their 
ces, 2nd? whravelFd: all-rheir row 
eng Dypoericies, bh poſerepns; - D1004: Fn 
Wd au SEavitions; ith "many 7eperted 

Read denunciationsof G $ ifhmeL 
diate judgments aghin(t' thi! "A848 
erninonily' to be {een'mithat $37 Chappuf 
$12Mat whieti the Hah Ghift hath penn 
ma ftfle as ſharp and ſevere as ever that 
provoking fubject could requite 24ns 
deed 'the very * deſign) of this Tominis 
was mito ſend. peace ofthe earth; bra 


Mi word, toet us at variance we againtt ſand 
F «I Ce 
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ſinners, to arm us againſt theſe vene- 
mous creatures ; and will we then ad- 
mit them, and cheriſh them in our ve- 


ry boſoms? Is this the fulfilling of the 


Prophecy, that the Wolf ſball thus dwell with 1.6. 


the Lamb, and the Leopard lie down with the 
K:d4? Mult Chriſtian innocence never yet 


danted or diſheartned by all the crye{tres 


Its Paganenemies could deviſenow mean= 
ly conſult its eafe, and ſubmit zo the foes 
of its own houſbold ?' Muſt it keep correſ- 
pondence with fin, and make a cove- 
nant with Satan ; careful not to bruiſe his 
head, leſt he ſbould bruiſe her heel?"The cauſe 
of Chriſt can never receive a more'fa- 
tal blow than by this univerſal tolera- 
tion ; Chriſtian courage wil-ſoon lan- 

ih and degenerate upon ſuch a ce(- 
Pition of arms : Nay hell and death will 
ſoon reſume their former ſeats, from 
whence they were dejected by the King= 
dom of Chriſt if we {0 tamely give up the 
victory purchas'd to our hands: Our 
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Ji [42] 
mz: 1243 and the! unclean Spirit finding: ſuch civil 
and neighbourly entertainment among 
us, will take mith:himfelf ſeven other, ſpirits 
mare wicked than | himſelf, and ſo: the! ſtate of 
the puſſefſed ſtall. become much worſe than the 
» qpthane: our bondage toQIrrecovera=. 
- 'ble, unleſs with greater-zeal' and cou- 
| rage-we endeavor to retrieve our Hber- 
ty, and renen our ancient Charter, which in: 
the next place is tobe enquir'd:into,v:z. 
-3-: be ffate'of oor Chrifiav freedom, 
and;how we are diſengag'd from the 
Savperycof ofuts: | oigo cn 130 SiH 
21 The expedient is eaſyand plainly ſet *Þ 
down in:the context, as welbthe Author: 
and 0r1g:ne, as the natureand manner 
of our: freedom. vi.35 If the Son thergforewho: 
abideth-7n. the houfe for ever ſball make:'you 
free, ye ſhall be free maeed: And to be made 
capable of this great priviledg, is,by a. 
conſtantadhering to the truth, thatrtruth 
pk 1.14 and grace that came by the ſame Feſus Griſt, 
| who, (abiding m the houſe for every being 
Lord and Heir of all thoſe immunities 


Lhe. & 


: [43] 
the Jews laid claim to from Abraham,and 
confin'd to the natural ſeed) has the ſole 
right of conferring this liberty upon 
us : And that. upon theſe terms, ver. 32. 
and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth: ſhall 
make you free. Truth indeed, in all the 
acceptions of ' the word, 1s the perfect 
freedom of humane nature, and all de- 
viation.and digreſſion from it, whether 
in knowledg.or practice,is confinement 


and {tavery, a reſtraint laid upon our 


faculties, and an; intrenchment upon 
Chriſetun'\priviledg:: .. 11.23, SEG 
ec x:1nT 1e more general and SCripture 
uſe:of* the Word; as it. denotes that Goſs 


pel of peate and trath, thoſe glad=ridings>of 
Salvation that came by\ Jeſus Chrift, who 15 the jo. 14.4 


nay,thetruth,and the life, & ſois.the object 
ohh our faith. 'Fhe'Gent:/ex were not only 
* bondage to their own-luſts, being ſervants 
aunty tncleanneſs, and to imgquity unto anquity, 
burlikewiſe under the more immediate 
government and polity of Satan, which 
we carinot but: conceive to be a ſtate of 


# 
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catalogue of which immediately, fot- 


[44] 
the greateſt thraldom : Theſe by the 
Goſpel of truth, were brought out of darkneſs 
mto moſt marvellous light, and delivered from 
the power of Satan unto God : 'Fhe Jews were 
as ftictly held under the rigorous diſf- 
cipline of their law, called the lam of works, 
and thoſe frequently the works of the fleſh, 
becauſe chiefly coufiſting in outward 
performances, and diſtinct from -Evan- 

elical works done by grace: From this 
egal ſervitude the Goſpel of truth was de- 
fign'd to them as 4 /ap'ef ltberty, of more 
gentle diſpenfations ; not of [bertiniſm, 
according to the erronious inferences 


__ of ſome hererichs in the earlieſt times of 


the Church, by which they pleaded a 


.\freedom from moral obligations, as they 


are noted by Tgnatizs in his Ep:ſHeto that 
Church of Smyrmz, who accuſes them 
AS ipodeEivles os ago Tres Xer® Of falſe OPIMIONS'.CO.m 
cernmmg the Grace of Chriſt, and that be- 
cauſe mweadniwmei: 8c. they whol- 
ly diſregarded charity and good morks, 4 


; WOE 
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lows; eſteeming ita ſlavery inconſiſtent 
with the free grace of Chriſt, bows & hone= = 
ſtrs operibus vacare, ſay the Centuriſts out of cx.» 
Ireneus and Theodoret, concerning the 
ſame bereticks, For though the works of 
the lan are excluded by = coming of 
faith, according to the DoCtrine.of St. 
Paul, —eteondll tothe ſame Apoſtle, 
Charity,- per quam mA certainly 
no contemplatiye, but a-practical-duty,. 
dilated into; all manner. of religious. 
actions, is.advancd.aboveall, even the. 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit; x Cor. 13.. 
and: though ;Ryom:-3:be! enlarges; alto- 
gether uponthe-faith of-,4/rabam, with- 
out expreſly allowing; any ſhare to his. 
works in.the. act. .of yuſ#tfcation; yet if 
under that faith he', does not. include 
his works, and imply an indiſpenfible 
obligation; to the ſame, he evidently 
thwarts the Doctrine,of our Saviour, in 
the Cap.. of my Text;-iwho altogether 
recommends to his followers the works 
ef Abraham, without any mention. of his 

od __ an 
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faith, as the trueſt Chara#er of the children of 

that faithful Patriarch;beſides thenotori- 

. ous oppoſition toSr. 7ames,whowrote by 
the dictates of the fame if ſpirit, and"ac- 
Ag cording to the j judgment of St. Auguſtin 
o Paponly dire&tcd his Epiſtle againſt 
he foreamentioned (errors: {'p robably? 

ralf8ty tiilltaking $7. Paubs. Fenſe )'to 

maintain the neceffity of pvod works Ar; 

the infienificancy of fairþ without them; 

_.... attftbiltifig. uf flnbioh v6: works. in the 
ſitrewordsartd phraſerhatthe other A- 
oftle doth to wary as they are indeed 

1h; either inſtedndentatlyrlon (Condi- 
ny 46 nec&diry" its "Taftifira tion (of 
w Gat himſelf, wo the-merits of Chriſt 
fak{ 1s the Efficient cauſt bet it may pro- 

ppt infiff etently be atfribited tvie#h, (0 

netther be” excluded "Til general all over the 

N.T. we may eaſily Aiſcover that the 
injunctions to blicvt and to live ACCor- 
ding to the diftates of that ſound faith 

are inſeparable, how elſe” can we- yield 

our We mvvrs ſervants to righteouſneſs unto hos 
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[47] "1 
holineſs, unleſs inattuakJubmiſton to 
his precepts, or a fixed reſolution and 
readineſs ({uch as was:Avraham's : tocoffer 
up his Son) we obey him-whoſe ſervants we are, 
which ſervice 'is that perfe# freedom, the 
glorious liberty of the ſons of Gad. © 
. 2. Ina more reftraind -atception.of 
the Word, as truth bears :a' relation to- 
knowlede, ye ſball know the truth, &c. as it is. 
the object of 'our underftanding-and. 
Judgment, and fo is: oppoſed: to'error 
and fal{hood,itislikewife the great free=- 
dom of humane nature: It entertains 
AQ prejudices toi-difturb :its. quiet, is. 
aw'd. by no. party, faction, or intereſt; 
enſlavd by.no erronious principle or 
poſitzon;1o/4s to lie under:an obligati- 
on of wrefting all things. to: confirnv a 
falihood, notoriouſly, the pitiful and 
ſflavith thiftsof.all the Doctors of error, 
the maintaqugrs of h.reſy and ſchiſm; who. 
in-all their: writings evidently. betray 
themſelves: to be but: ſervants to: thoſe. 
hypotheſes, which they have factiouſly; 


[ 48.) 

maliciouſly, or ag... qe” / under- 
taken: It will no ways be wedded to a 
common error-with the multitude out 
of popularity, nor will it chuſe out the 
more intricate and abſtruſe paths of 
falſhood out of {ngularity; but leads its 
followers the right way to Divine knowleds 
by the 7u/e of a good Conſcience,and the con= 
444 of theH.Sp:rit,according to the pro- 
feſhon of that great Maſter of true know= 
lede, Rom.-9. 1.1 faythe truth in Chriſt, I he 
not, my Conſcience alſo bearmg me witneſs in the 
Holy Ghoſe. | Ae ] 
3,” Truth in its: moral atception; as it fig= 
nifies ſincerity and uprightneſs im prattice, 
and is the object of the will, an in- 
violable integrity reſolutely carried on 
in every action and circumſtance of 
our converſations, is the greateſt free- 
dom and happineſs that is attainable in 
this life : which never is oppreſt under 
the ſlavery and tortures Edauicred 
conſcience, becauſe in a conſtant obe- 


dience to its lawful dictates, it will not 
[h | GnfFos  — 
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ſuffer our own luſts toexalt themlelves, 
and ſoinvolve us inall the troubles that 
conſtantly attend their ſatisfaction, nor 
avill itendure the impoſitions and grie= 
vous burdens of others vices, nor by 
any external encouragements be brought 
over to their party -:: It-never takes 0c- 
caſfion:to:rouſeand exefciſethe unquiet 
_ paſtions butin a good cauſe, and then 
they are not turbulent, but regular and 
delightful; and though it bears a con+ 
ſtant hatred'and enmity. againſt fin, (a 
paſſion we ſafely attribute to the Divine 
nature it{elf,) yer it is. ſuch that pro= 
ceeds not. from an' uneaſy ſpleen, and. 
an impatient ſpirit, but from a religious 
and charitable zeal, and what-is {weet= 

ned by a conſtant RO if. 
The religious man has bMFone, and 
that a direct way to.£0; morethan one 
leads to diſtraction :and difquietude: 
'The honour of 'God, 'ard his own ſal- 
vation, one and the ſame end, is the fall 
of his deſfign:; The intricacics of polccy, 

1111919 —_— the 


Fe... 
the unquiet concerns of zntereſ?, the 
_ careful and ſolicitous ways of Keeping in 
- with the World, further than a Chriſtian 
and univerſal charity, are never admit» 
ted within his breſt : And yet we com- 
monly ſce too, that whatſoever is the 
difficult, uneaſy, and indeed but the 
rare product of all fuch fubtil and po- 
litick contrivances, whether honour, 
riches,or the full enjoyment of all tem-- 
_ poral bleflings, doth oftentimes moſt 

plentifully deſcend upon him: So that 
Lhnefty and integrity is the beſt poly, 
the ſecureſt and moſt laſting way of 
growing rich and honourable; though 
perhaps not ſo expeditious :: And 
though we cannot boaſt of the many 
 encouragements it meets with in the: 
World, yet the y-zer=rulmg providence of 
God, (notwithſtandingall the oppoſiti-- 
ons of men) will oft-times advance,and 
become a Patron to his own: ſervants : 
But here is the greateſt advantage of 
all, as the religious man poſleſt of ſuch. 
11 ___ bleflings. 
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bleſlings, receives them without the at= 
tendant cares and troubles in the pur= 
chaſe; ſoa faileur of :them is no — 
pointment, and fo no diſaſter or dif- 
quietude on the other hand ; becauſe 
he is fully fatisfied that it is the wall 


and pleaſure of God, and for his own 


more real and laſting good, and fo heis 
{till as forward in the ſame direct way 
towards his firſt and chief propoſed 


__ ends. 


This then is that liberty and happi- 
neſs which only dwells. im the habitations 
of the righteous ; but within the eaſy 
reach and purchaſe of all men: And 
this fully removes all objections again{t 
the ſeeming irregularity in God's pro= 
©1dence below, where advancement and 
depreſlion fall not within our own rules 
of proportion,nor are regulated accord- 


ing to the methods of human juſtice:Becaule * 


theſe are things momentary and worth= 
leſs, and God does not always diſpence 
them as the tokens of his ———_—_ ; 
Ry Wy but 
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[22] 
bat-he; has /inftrudted! us in 4a Reli- 
gion © that: Teduces 'all to '-a level; 

andinotwithitanding ithe:differenti dis 
Jparity in: ourcprefent: (tation; ''we 
are all-. equally qualified. (as to ex- 
ternal. advantages)--to: a&t that religi- 
ous partiof our lite for which we:were 
chietly ſent into the body; ſo thar it is 
wholly our own faults that we are not 
as happy even in':this World; in: the 
cheartul performance of thoſe duties 
requird of usin order to our ſalvation, 
and. in the joyful expectation and war=- 
rantable hopes of that bleſſed reward; 
as any one we are apt to envy for want 
of this religious temper, which is able 
to make. any condition the beft : Sin 
makes the inequality, and brings along 
with it all thoſe uneaſy {trivings and 
cnvyings that diſturb our enjoyment; 
and thus injuriouſly. intrenches upon 
our liberty: Let us then proclaim war 
again{t it where-ever it preſides ; let us 
_- not think it 7ehe/197:to oppole v/arpation, 


- nee 
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_ 3 
or -vainly imagin it conſiſtent with Chri= 
[tian patience to be {laviſhly pailive under 
the-49mmon of in: [Neither /ct us fight as 
one that beateth the air, only. again{t-vice 
inthe 46[ira#,in its univerſal nature harm- 
le(s-2nd inactive,: and does us no miſ=- 


chief; but as, it is incorporated, . and 


dwels among{t us either in our ſelves, 
friends, HEIgNDOOrs Or. acquaintance, 
or as it 15 potleſt of, any-.ftronger holds ups 
on the earth, where/borrowing o—_ 

er 


from the places of its abode, and ot 


unhappy circumſtances ; it not. only 
enſlaves its own immediate ſervants, 


thoſe that it poſlefles ; but reduces to 
bonds too, as many as are apt-to be Ci- 
vil and favourable to. the fin they hate, 
for the oftenders ſake whom they fear. 

This is our Chriſtzan warfare, and as 


necetjary, and acceptable a part of our 


religious ſervice, to be active and reſo- 
lute in the ſuppreſſion of fin, as carneſt 


and deyout in our addrefles to God, or 


any other Chriſtian duty,becauſc here- 


2 


[54] 


In the honour of God isonly vindica- 


ted, the violation of which, by any one 


-#fin,isa greater breach than can be poſ= 
fibly made up by any the beſt perfor- 
-mances of our own. But under the 
_ of our fleſh we are able to do 
Jittle towards this great work.; Chriſt, 
as he is the Author of this freedom, {o 
will he become, by the ſupplies of his 
Grace and Holy $ | 
.our rights, if we fly to his aſſiſtance; 
for we walk in the fb but we cannot war af= 
ter the fieſb, which fides with the adverſe 


party, becauſe the weapons of our warfare 


muſt not be carnal, but mighty through God, to 
the pulling down of theſe ſtrong holds, caſting 
aown imagimations, and every Fieh thing that 
exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledg of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to 

the obedtence of Chriſt; and then that 
freedom and happineſs whieh we thus 
commence under many oppoſitions, 
ſhall be compleared and freed from 

all, when we are admitted into the /:/er- 


AI 


pirit, a defender of 


_ ©. or 
ties. of that Jeruſalem above, which 15 free, 
and the MotheP of us all. W; 

Now to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribd, as is moſt due, all Power and 
Glory now and for ever. 
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"Here is newly publiſhed two Recantation-Sermons (Preached 
at the French-Church in the Savoy by two Converted Ro- 
maniſts, Mr. De 12 Motte, late Preacher of the Order of the 
Carmelites; and Mr. De Zuzanzy, Licentiat in Divinity ; 
wherein the Corrupt Doctrines of the Church of Rome are laid 
open and confuted; Both Printed in French and Engliſt. 
Alſo a Sermon Preached before the King-at Wh:ite-Hall, Jan.. . 
30. 1676. by Henry Baeſpaw, D.D. Both ſold by Mr. Pitr. 


